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Players Win Thousands of Dollars in Second and Third-Tier 

Prizes When Jackpots Rolls  
Lottery Players are Encouraged to Check their Tickets 

 
TRENTON (May 9, 2017) –Anup Patel of Piscataway typically plays Lottery games when the jackpots are 
high.  He purchased a Powerball ticket for the July 27, 2016 drawing when the jackpot hit $422 million. 
When Patel realized nobody hit the jackpot, he left the ticket in his car's cup holder and forgot to check 
the numbers. It sat there until late January when he was cleaning his car and noticed the ticket. Patel 
paused before throwing it out, deciding to check to see whether it was worth any money. 

After checking the numbers, Patel realized that his ticket numbers matched four of the five white balls 
and the Powerball drawn. His fifth white ball ticket number missed the jackpot win by one digit (his 
ticket had 49 and the winning number was 50). Still, the ticket was a $50,000 prizewinner. He finally 
claimed his ticket on February 3, 2017, 190 days after the Powerball drawing. New Jersey Lottery players 
have one year from the date of the drawing to claim their prize. After that date the ticket is expired and 
has no value.  Patel’s lucky retailer is Baldwin News & Food Store, 138 Baldwin Rd., Parsippany in Morris 
County.   

“Powerball drawings are held twice a week,” said Carole Hedinger, New Jersey Lottery executive 
director. “Thousands of New Jersey Lottery tickets are eligible to claim hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in prizes after each drawing, regardless of whether the jackpot has been hit. I encourage all of our 
players to check their tickets after each drawing.”  Players can check their tickets at their local retailer, 
online at the Lottery website, by using our mobile ticket checking APP available for download from our 
website or at the APP Store or by signing up for email alerts from the free VIP Club through the website. 
NJ Lottery Website 

Another lucky winner is Steven Mauro of Oakhurst in Monmouth County. He came to Lottery 
Headquarters to claim a $1,000,000 Powerball second-prize win from the Saturday, Feb. 4 drawing. 
Mauro is a frequent shopper at the American Way Food Store, 2005 State Route 25 North in Oakhurst 
where he purchased the ticket. This is the first time he has won a large lottery prize, said Mauro. 
Currently, his only plan for the winnings is to set some aside to take care of his daughter's college 
education. 

ABOUT THE LOTTERY 
Since its inception in 1970, the New Jersey Lottery (NJLottery.com) has contributed nearly $25 billion to 
the State in support of education and institutions. 
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